
PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 2022 

 
With Covid numbers receding and most restrictions and lockdowns being removed this year, we have 
been able to return to a "new" normal and have been able to hold regular club nights, albeit it with 
considerably reduced numbers with many members still staying home. However, Down South Jazz Club 
is still maintaining a fairly healthy bank balance and will be able to continue for some time until 
hopefully attendances begin to increase again. 
 
Paul Dion, in his first year as musical coordinator, has done an excellent job and has been able to 
negotiate favourable terms with visiting bands using locals also where possible.  The August gig with the 
Sapphire Coast Jazz Band, comprising all local amateur and hobby musicians, was an unqualified success 
with the standard of playing and selection of music excellent. The charge for this was a donation to the 
Sapphire Coast Jazz Band, and due to this the club was able to make a very small profit, despite 
attendances being disappointingly low. It was a most enjoyable evening and I have received many 
favourable reports since, and not one adverse comment.   
 
It is with great sadness that I have to report the sudden and untimely death of two of our long standing 
club members, and committee members for both DSJC and the Festival Committee, Kevin & Aileen 
Walsh.  Both became very ill in the weeks leading up to this year's Jazz Festival, both passing away 
within weeks of each other, firstly Kevin and then his wife Aileen.  As President of the MJF, it was 
particularly poignant for Kevin as it had always been a burning ambition of his for the 40th Festival to 
take place after being cancelled for two years due to the Covid pandemic.  Unfortunately his untimely 
death just prior to the Festival denied him that pleasure.    
 
They will be sadly missed. Both committees are now badly in need of some new people to replace them.  
With the DSJC AGM being imminent, it is hoped that many members will attend the meeting, and hoped 
also that some nominations are received and we can inject some new blood into the committee, some 
of which have held their positions for many years.  
 
Once again, a sincere thank you to Club Sapphire for making their premises available for the jazz club. 
Many of you may not be aware that they subsidise the club by providing, not only the room for free but 
also covering the cost of the accommodation for visiting musicians. Also my thanks go to the committee 
for their hard work over the past twelve months.   
 
We sincerely hope 2023 brings a great year of jazz, and finally, a special thank-you to all members for 
supporting live jazz and the Down South Jazz Club. With your support it is hoped that the club can 
continue for many years to come. 
 
Yours in jazz 
 
 

 
 
President 
 


